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10-22-2021 Council Communications Topics:
 

·         Cedar Rapids Police Department K9 to Get Donation of Body Armor 
·         AWWA-Iowa Conference in Cedar Rapids Next Week
·         Drive-Through Safe Halloween at Ushers Ferry
·         Redmond Park Playground Replacement

·         Edgewood Road and 42nd Street NE Development
·         Sun Valley Flood Mitigation Project – Sunland Drive SE south of Cottage Grove Avenue
·         2021 Employee Service Awards
·         CRB appointment on October 26 Council Agenda
·         Joint American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Application News Conference
·         Driver-only Accident at mid-block crossing on Bowling Street

 

Cedar Rapids Police Department K9 to Get Donation of Body Armor 
Cedar Rapids Police Department’s K9 Elo will receive a bullet and stab protective vest thanks to a
charitable donation from non-profit organization Vested Interest in K9s, Inc.  K9 Elo’s vest is
sponsored by The Humane Society of the United States and will be embroidered with the sentiment
“Honoring those who served and sacrificed.”  Delivery is expected within eight to ten weeks. The
department anticipates two additional K-9 vest donations in the coming weeks.
 
Vested Interest in K9s, Inc., established in 2009, is a 501(c)(3) charity whose mission is to provide
bullet and stab protective vests and other assistance to dogs of law enforcement and related
agencies throughout the United States. This potentially lifesaving body armor for four-legged K9
officers is U.S. made, custom fitted, and NIJ certified.  Since its inception, Vested Interest in K9s, Inc.
has provided over 4,415 vests to K9s in all 50 states at a value of $6.9 million, made possible by both
private and corporate donations.   

AWWA-Iowa Conference in Cedar Rapids Next Week
The Iowa Section of the American Water Works Association will host its annual conference at the
DoubleTree Convention Complex next week. The group is comprised of drinking water professionals
and water quality advocates dedicated to the promotion of quality drinking water for the citizens of
Iowa. The conference gathers workers across the water sector for educational sessions, networking,
and an awards ceremony. One of those awards is the “Best Tap Water” award, presented annually to
the drinking water utility judged to have the best-tasting water in Iowa. Cedar Rapids has won this
prestigious award twice in recent years. Mayor Hart will welcome the guests at a luncheon on
Wednesday. As a special treat this year, WMT and WHO radio’s “The Big Show” will broadcast live
from the event on Wednesday from 11 am–1 pm. The Big Show will share updates from the
convention as well as on the City’s Cedar River Source Water Partnership project. Big Show guest
speakers will include Iowa Agriculture Secretary Mike Naig, local entities engaged in water
conservation, and more.
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Drive-Through Safe Halloween at Ushers Ferry
The Parks and Recreation Department will hold a drive-through Halloween event at Ushers Ferry on
Sunday, October 24 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. A Safe Halloween event has been held by the
Department for more than 25 years. It was started as an alternative to traditional trick-or-treating
and has had 500 to 700 participants in typical years. The event was changed to a drive-through last
fall due to Covid-19 and the Derecho. It will remain a drive-through event this year. Companies,
service groups, clubs and schools will assist in handing out treats to kids in cars. Pre-registration was
required.

Redmond Park Playground Replacement
The playground at Redmond Park will be removed and replaced between October 25 and November
19. This high-use playground is over 20 years old and replacement is necessary to maintain
compliance with current safety standards and to include inclusive/accessible activities. The new play
structure will have two bay swings with a parent/child seat, child seat, and strap seats, and will also
have a net climber, seesaw, and a spring rider.

Edgewood Road and 42nd Street NE Development
The prospective developer for the proposed redevelopment of the former TransAmerica property at

the northwest corner of Edgewood Road and 42nd Street NE is submitting a preliminary plat for
consideration by City Planning Commission (CPC) on October 28, 2021.  The developer held a public
information meeting onsite on October 18.  Public concerns were predominately about traffic, storm
water, and tree preservation. 
 
CPC will consider whether the proposed plat and in particular, its infrastructure are consistent with
the Subdivision and Zoning Ordinances.  CPC will not make any land use decisions. The existing
Suburban Mixed Use Regional (S-MR) zoning district allows a variety of retail, service, office, and
residential uses. Staff recommend approval of the preliminary plat based on these key findings:

       Proposed subdivision improvements are expected to accommodate the S-MR zoning district.

       Proposed intersection improvements at Edgewood Road and 42nd Street, by the City, are expected
to support the subdivision and surrounding area. 

       Storm water runoff should be managed with an interim storm water management plan,
implemented prior to the development of each lot.  This is a recommended condition for preliminary
plat approval.

       All municipal services are available for the proposed subdivision.

       Tree preservation and mitigation is expected to occur according to the Zoning Ordinance.  Non-
compliance is subject to civil penalties. 

The City Council will have an opportunity to review this development if the developer applies for
economic development incentives.  If this occurs, the City Council may leverage additional
development requirements (exceeding typical Zoning Ordinance requirements) as conditions for
approval of a Development Agreement. 

Sun Valley Flood Mitigation Project – Sunland Drive SE south of Cottage Grove Avenue
The Sun Valley Neighborhood, situated between Cottage Grove Avenue and Indian Creek, has
experienced flooding from the creek in 1993, 2002, 2008, and 2009.  The flash flood in 2002 was a



record event and caused significant property damage to several homes in the area. In 2009, the City
prepared a plan for a flood mitigation project that included storm sewer extensions, intake capacity
improvements, and levee construction. The first phase of the project was constructed in 2014 and
subsequent phases have been completed since.  The last phase of the project includes the
construction of a flood wall and levee to complete the line of protection.  When complete, the
neighborhood will be protected to the 100-year flood elevation.  In April 2021, the City prepared a
virtual presentation to share with the neighborhood.  Design plans have been developed to the
intermediate (60%) stage and the City has started reaching out to property owners regarding
easement acquisition.  Upon making contact, the property owners have indicated disapproval of the
project.  At this time, the project team is going to pause additional discussions on acquisition so that
property owner concerns can be addressed.  A meeting with the property owners will be scheduled
for the spring.

2021 Employee Service Awards
While we are not able to have a large gathering for the Employee Service Awards this year, I felt it
was important to still celebrate employees who have reached a milestone year of service with the
City of Cedar Rapids. These team members and their accomplishments will be recognized with a
small gift of appreciation, which will include a commemorative program that highlights each
honoree with a personal message of thanks from their manager. We will also share the recognition
page linked here with the entire City team next week to congratulate honorees and acknowledge the
important work we accomplish together.
 
A copy of the 2021 Employee Service Awards program has been placed in each Council Member’s
mailbox.

CRB appointment on October 26 Council Agenda
With the current resignation of Lovar Kidd from the Citizen Review Board, the Mayor and Public
Safety Council Committee members have reviewed the pool of Citizen Review Board applications
and identified Stephanie Messer to appoint the vacant board position. Her appointment will be on
Tuesday’s City Council agenda for Council to approve. Stephanie is the board secretary for the
NAACP and is trained and experienced facilitator of Study Circles Against Racism (SCAR).
 
The Citizen Review Board will begin their 30 hours of CRPD training on November 3 and will
complete their required training hours for their first term by mid-December.

Joint American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Application News Conference
A press conference will be held on Monday, October 25, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. at the Cedar Rapids
Public Library in Beems Auditorium, to announce the release of a joint American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) application. The City of Cedar Rapids and Linn County will accept ARPA funding applications
starting on Wednesday, October 27, 2021. The City is making a total of $5.5 million available for
affordable housing and social service programs; $1 million of which has already been allocated to
the PATCH Program, $1.5 million set aside for acquisition and rehabilitation of the former Colonial
Building, and $3 million will be made available through this competitive application process.
Applications and information will be found at www.CR-LinnARPA.org, starting Wednesday, October
27, 2021 and must be submitted by noon on January 7, 2022. City and Linn County staff will review
proposals and collaborate on those projects within the City of Cedar Rapids. This will help ensure the
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most effective use of funds and allow for projects that address the broad scope of community
needs. We anticipate bringing funding recommendations to City Council for consideration no later
than the end of February.

Driver-only Accident at mid-block crossing on Bowling Street
On October 20, a collision occurred between a driver and the mid-block pedestrian crossing
equipment located on Bowling Street SW, between 26th and 27th Avenue. This is the same location
of the pedestrian-driver collision that occurred on September 28, however the circumstances of the
collision are not related. The cause of this collision was attributed to distracted driving. The crash
resulted in damage to property only. The driver crossed over the raised median in this location and
knocked down the crossing signs and pedestrian crossing equipment. There were no personal
injuries as a result of this distracted driving incident. The Public Works Department has heard from
additional neighbors near this intersection and will add a reflective treatment to the median nose to
even further enhance the visibility of the median in this location. The median design continues to
adhere to national design standards for safety and accessibility, and the Public Works Department
does not anticipate any further safety-related changes to be necessary at this crossing. This incident
serves as a good reminder for all drivers to be fully attentive behind the wheel of their vehicles.

 


